STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND WELF E AGENCY

' DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 953814
{916) 322-533D

April 16, 1984

ALL-COUNTY LETTER NO. B4-L5

y TO: ALL COUNTY WELFAEE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: IMPLEMENTATION OF AFDC COURT ORDER, WILLIAMS v. WOODS

REFERENCE: HMPP 44-113.3

On March 9, 1984 the San Francisco Superior Court issued a final judgment and
writ of mendate in the case of Williams v. Woods (No. 787 379). A copy of the
Peremptory Writ of Mandate is attached. This class action applies to minor
parents and their children who live with a non-needy parent who is the repres
sentative payee for the minor parent’s OASDI benefits. The Writ prohibits
application of MPP Sections 44-113.3, 44-115.72, 46-115.81, 44-133.1 and
44-205,231 to the extent that these regulations conclusively presume that
0ASDI benefits paid to a non-needy parent representative payee are avaeilable
to support the minor parent and hisfher child.

You are hereby instructed to comply with this Writ effective May 1, 1984 by
applying the procedures set forth below to all applications where authorizing
action is taken on or after May 1, 1984, and to continuing cases beginning
with the June 1984 grant, These instructions supersede MPP 44-113.3.

To implement this Writ, you must explain to applicant and recipient minot
parents who live with a non-needy parent that the OASDI benefits received

by the non-needy parent as representative payee are paid for the minor parent.
You must ask how much of the OASDI benefit is made available in cash to

the minor parent. Verification must be obtained in the form of a sworn
statement signed by the minor parent and by the non-needy parent. The full
smount of the minor parent's OASDI benefit is no longer to be considered
incomé to the assistance unit unless it is all made available. Instead,

only the amount of cash actually made available by the non~needy parent will
be considered income to the minor parent. Current regulations regarding ine
kind income (44-115.72 and 44-115.81) and composition of the assistance unit
(4£4.205.231) remain in effect. No action is recquired where a minor parent is
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also a child in an existing assistance unit {(64-705, 721), where a minor parent
lives with a needy parent (whether aided or unaided), or where the minor parent
ig nmot living with at least one of his/her parents.

The Department intends to promulgate MPF Division 44 resulations on an emerIency
basis. In the meantime, this letter shall serve as the basis for compliance
with the Peremptory Vrit of Mandate.

The Writ further reauires the Department to implement its retroactive pro-
vigions within 100 days. In order to do so, the Department is in the process
of developing emergyency MPP Division 50 repulations., I is antic1pated rhat
these reculations will be effective on .June 1, 1984, sdditienal informarion
concerning HPP Division 50 regulations wiil be proviced Lo you as sool as
possible so that you will have the maximmum time availalle to prepave for

implementation.

17 vou have any guestions concerning the DTOS pective anplicatlion ol the Prit,
please contach darbars Gox at (4ie) 327%- 3@ If you have any Tuestions con-
cerning the retroactive provisions, plea cotitact IMara Jukich at

Attachment

ce: CWDA
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'3 IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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CITY AND COUNTY OF G5AN FRARCISCO

{11 VERONICA WILLIAWS, et al.,

) Petitioners, No. 787 379

13 vs ., PEREMPTORY WRIT
OF HANDATE

141 MARION J. W00DS, et al.,

CLASS ACTION
15 Respondents,

17 The People of the State of Californiz

18 To : HMARION J., WOODS, Director of the Department of Social

19 Services, State of California,‘aﬁd to MARIO OBLEDD,
20 Secretary of the Health and Welfare Agency, State af
21 California, respondents:

%
2% Judgameat having bean entered in thia actiom ordering

23 that a peremptory writ of mandate be issued from this Court,

24 YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED immediately upan receipt of

o5l this writ:
26 1. Ts set aside the decisions in the administrative

27 proceedings encritled Hatter of Veronica williams (dated Hovemner

28 6, 1980) and natter of Larmen jackmon {(dated April 10, 1981}
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which proceedings axeé wereby temanded To you ts reponsider said
decisions in the liznt of the Couve's Judgment end to take any
further actilown specially enjoined ypon them by law,;

2, To cease enforcement of youx Manual of Policy and
procedur@s, 8pecificaily' including Sectlons LE-113.3, Lty=115.71

G4-115.81, L4-133.1 and 4&=-205.231, toO the extent that rhese
regulations conclusively presume that ©01d Age, gurvivors, and
pisability insurance ("0ASDI") beﬁeiits, paid to the
representative payee of a member of the class of minor mothers,
sre available toO support the children of gaid minor mother class
member, £foOT the purpose of calculating the amount of AYDC
beﬂefits to be awarded;

3. Tc cease enforcement of any provision of your
Manual of Policy and Procedurss, specifically including Sectioens
Lh-113.3, 44=-115.72, 446-115.81, 44-133.1 and 4LG-205.231, to ©he
extent that these regulations conclusiyély.presume that 0ASDIL
benefits and #in-~kind" benefits extended to each member of the
class of minor mothers are separate TesOUTCES independently
available to azid minor wmother class sember, for the purpose of
calculating the amount of AFDC benefits O be awarded.

4. To aet aside the determinations, decisions ov ofther
actions made or taken with respect to the epigibilivy for and
amount of AFDL to berawarded te {a) each member of the class of
minor mothers, and (b) each memberT of the ctass of eligible needy
children of the wminor mothevrs, rétroactihe ro November 12, 1478,
and to reconsider said @eterminations, jecisions and actions in

she light eof Cue Court's Judgment, and Lo tske any further action

specially enjoined upon them by law; through the following
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procedure!

Within 100 days of the issuance of this writ
of mandate, respondents shall notify the
members of the two classes herein of tevms
of the Judgment and will request all class
members to apply to their county weliare
department for redgterminaﬁion of their
retroactive AFDC eligibility within three !
months after receipt of the potice.,

Suech notification shall be accomplished by

(1) mailing notices in English and Spanish

with all CA-7 AFDC continuing eligibility

forms to all current AFDC venefictiaries, oOT

at the option of the county, either with

the AFDC grant warrant i©o all current AFDC
heneficiaries, or by sepafate Qailing, and

(2) posting the notice in English and

Spanish in the lobbies and waiting rooms of

all county welfare offices, all Social Security

Administration offices, and all Califormnia

food stamp outlets. Such anctice shall be
gubmitted to petitioner's counsel for approval

or, if such approval 1is mpot obtained, to this

Court for approva;, prior to mailing and
posting.

County welfare departments will redetermine
AEDC eligiblliicy under the Lerms of this

Judzment and make restitucion of grant




fees.

amounts unlawfully withheld within 60 days

of the appligation for redetermination,
Within 60 days after issuance of this writ

of mandate, the Department of Social Services
will notify all county welfare departments

of thelterms of the Judgment and the righes
of claimants, and will dnstruct the counties
to aid and assist claimants in obtaining

restitution as appropriate,

70 award petitioners their reasonable attorney'

5

YOU ARE FURTHER COHMANDED to file a veturn with this

Court ten months after entry of Judgment, rTeporting in detail roe

actions taken by respondents to comply with the Judgment,

including identifying and notifying members of the two clanses,

indicating by county the number of claims filed by class menbers,

the number of c¢laims granted and denied and the amouni of

benefits awarded.

DATED:

WER 0 B 1984

JUDBGE OF THE SUPERIOR COULY




